
1 

 

 

 

 2020 Annual Tri-Partite Partnership meeting to support National Human 

Rights Institutions 

Virtual Meeting - 24th and 25th June, 2020 
 

Concept Note 
 

Objectives 

 

The Annual Tri-Partite Partnership (TPP) meeting to support National Human Rights Institutions 

(NHRIs) aims to foster closer collaboration between the UN system and NHRIs, their Regional 

Networks and the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI). By 

promoting an exchange of information, knowledge, good practices, challenges and crystallizing 

capacity needs through a virtual dialogue, the TPP partners and broader stakeholders in the UN 

system will be able to set joint and complementary priorities for engagement and support in the 

coming period. 

 

The meeting offers an opportunity for NHRIs to directly interact with the UN system, be apprised 

of key developments in the UN in relation to their work and provide important country, regional 

and global level experiences and knowledge to UN partners from across the system to further 

inform how they can orient their future engagement and support.   

 

The TPP2020 is facilitated by UNDP, and jointly planned with GANHRI and the UN Human 

Rights Office (OHCHR). The TPP2020, albeit in an abbreviated format due to travel and other 

COVID-19 related restrictions, will seek to facilitate a strategic discussion between GANHRI and 

the representative regional networks on some key developments in the UN system and in relation 

to significant global trends on human rights. It will also seek to form as a working space for 

collaboration amongst the partners with updates on joint and collaborative priorities and work 

planning. The TPP2020 meeting is an important component of the Annual meeting on 

Strengthening the Rule of Law and Human Rights for Sustaining Peace and Fostering 

Development.  

 

Background:  

 

The global Coronavirus pandemic has been recognized by the Secretary-General as not only a 

critical public health danger, but also a human, economic and social emergency that is “fast 

becoming a human rights crisis” in the UN report COVID-19 and Human Rights: We are all in this 

together”, April 2020.  The report outlines that against a backdrop of rising ethno-nationalism, 

populism, authoritarianism and pushback against human rights in some countries, the crisis can 

provide a pretext to adopt repressive measures for purposes unrelated to the pandemic. We also 

know that the instability and fear that the pandemic engenders is exacerbating existing human 
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rights concerns and the impacts of the pandemic are being felt disproportionately across 

populations, shining a light on inequalities in societies which must be structurally addressed to 

‘recover back better’.  

 

The UN framework for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19, April 2020, 

recognizes the role of NHRIs as they monitor and engage with governments providing targeted 

advisories. It references the important function NHRIs have to support meaningful participation 

of marginalized and / or vulnerable groups in policy responses and their role monitoring places of 

detention whether as designated National Preventive Mechanisms or not.  Over 65 NHRIs have 

engaged in a variety of COVID-19 response activities including advisory services, oversight of 

policy responses including in situations where emergency laws or measures are in place and 

identification and support of populations and groups who have been left behind. The UN is 

supporting NHRIs in many contexts and the meeting will look to good practices, and opportunities 

to strengthen engagement with the UN system in COVID-19 response.  

 

40 percent of member states have fully functioning NHRIs in line with international standards. 

Whilst this is a continually improving number, at this rate of change only 54 percent of countries 

will have NHRIs fully functioning in line with the Paris Principles by 2030. The 2030 Agenda 

recognizes the importance of NHRIs as an indicator of sustainable development in Goal 16. The 

work of NHRIs is also recognized as an accelerator for the overall agenda as they provide rights-

based advice and protect and promote all human rights - with 93 percent of the sustainable 

development goals and targets corresponding with states’ human rights obligations outlined in the 

normative framework. In 2019, important changes to the guidelines for Voluntary National Review 

processes which take place at the annual High-Level Political Forum highlighted the important 

role of NHRIs. The meeting will seek to further explore this work and connection.  

 

The Secretary-General’s Call to Action on Human Rights: The Highest Aspiration, launched in 

February 2020 at the 43rd session of the Human Rights Council,  is the UN’s blueprint for positive 

change in a context when many human rights are under assault. The Call to Action urges greater 

collaboration and the power of cooperative action and emphasizes the important of NHRIs as 

contributors to the implementation of the SDGs and calls for enhanced support to NHRIs from the 

UN system. The meeting will inform participants on the operationalization of the Call to Action 

and further discuss how NHRIs can continue to be pivotal to this broader UN process.   

 

The issue of reprisals against human rights defenders and NHRIs specifically continues to be an 

issue of serious concern that undermines the work of NHRIs and in some cases is a serious threat 

to their staff. Discussions on the regional trends of NHRIs work and the impact of reprisals against 

NHRIs along with the ongoing and planned work of capacity assessments for capacity 

development will also take place. 

 

Partnership: 

  

The Tri-Partite Partnership to support National Human Rights Institutions (TPP) is enjoyed by the 

Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI), the UN Human Rights Office 

(OHCHR) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Formed in 2011, the TPP is 

a mechanism to mobilize and leverage the various mandates of the partners to support strategically 
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NHRIs, their representative Regional Networks and the global body of NHRIs.  

 

Description of Virtual Event:  

 

Given the current COVID-19 pandemic, the TPP2020 meeting will be held in the format of a 

virtual knowledge exchange. The online format will allow greater participation and provide the 

opportunity to hear from more voices within the UN, from NHRIs and from stakeholders and 

partners.  

 

See the TPP2020 agenda for information on specific sessions including the session open to all on 

“NHRIs as Accelerators of the Sustainable Development Goals” on Wednesday 24th from 1030 to 

1200. 

 

Please see the Note on Logistics for TPP2020 for logistical information. 

 

For questions please contact Mr. Roqaya Dhaif, UNDP.  

Email: Roqaya.dhaif@undp.org 
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