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2020 UNDP Annual Meeting 
Strengthening the Rule of Law and Human Rights for Sustaining Peace and Fostering 

Development 

THE FUTURE WE WANT TO SEE - THE RULE OF LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS - 

SECURING THE SOCIAL CONTRACT  

Virtual Meeting | June 29 to July 1 

 

Concept Note  

 
The meeting aims to promote an exchange between Member States, Practitioners, UNDP and UN 

experts and civil society on the rule of law, security and human rights. Whilst reflecting on the 

achievements of 2019, we will also take a close look at the complexity of the crisis precipitated by 

the Covid-19 virus pandemic in the rule of law sphere. In particular, we will showcase innovative 

responses based on human rights and built from solid partnerships with governments, civil society 

and the private sector.  

 

We will launch an open, global conversation on the next phase of the UNDP Global Programme 

(2022-2025) to determine how best UNDP can orient its future support. We will also showcase a 

new global initiative on Business and Human Rights.  

 

Background  

 
A sustainable, inclusive and resilient future is the future we are striving for. The demand for justice is high 

but we must ensure it is accessible.  Security services are essential but should be fair, effective and have a 

strong and established culture of respect for human rights and the rule of law. The current COVID-19 

crisis has exacerbated and highlighted inequalities and exposed deep weaknesses in the delivery of public 

services and structural barriers that impede access to them.  We see the disproportionate effects on 

certain communities, the rise of hate speech and the risks of heavy-handed security responses 

undermining the global response.  

 

Against the pre-existing background of rising ethno-nationalism, populism, authoritarianism and a 

pushback against human rights in some countries, the crisis can provide a pretext to adopt repressive 

measures for purposes unrelated to the pandemic and impunity as democratic institutions and the rule of 

law are undermined. Perceptions of insecurity in some contexts may be greater as legacies of past 

violence, injustice and abuse prevail. Yet the challenges being faced across the globe, also provide a 

chance for a renewed focus on support to national systems – including governance and civil society. We 
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have an opportunity to reimagine a more just future that protects and promotes human rights and the 

rule of law.   

 

To solve some of these challenges, the demand for better justice and security must be met by more 

responsive, effective and ‘people-centered’ approaches that ensure no one is left behind.  We recognize 

the need to engage with the private sector to support their commitments to respect and enforce 

human rights and play a responsible role in global recovery efforts as well as development. This current 

crisis has forced us to rethink how we are delivering services and fast track digital support to human 

rights, justice and security services while simultaneously ensuring rights and protections.  Social 

movements demand the dismantling of structures that reinforce systemic inequality and exclusion.  This 

includes addressing the issues emanating from the current crisis, such as gender inequality and the rise 

in gender-based violence, and discriminatory practices. Such measures force us to address whether it 

is enough to return to the ‘old normal’ or to embrace a future that puts people and planet at the center 

while striving for peace and prosperity. 

 

The Sustainable Development Goals — which are underpinned by human rights — provide the framework 

for more inclusive and sustainable economies and societies. UNDP recognizes that strong commitments 

to the rule of law and human rights are imperative to achieving and sustaining peace and building 

resilience, as well as to realizing the vision set forth in the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

Looking ahead, we need to build back better for a more sustainable, inclusive and resilient future, 

grounded in the respect for human dignity and human rights as articulated by the Secretary-General’s 

Call to Action on Human Rights.  Post-COVID-19 is an opportunity to reinforce a positive social contract 

and individual and collective leadership in support of an effective socio-economic framework for recovery. 

 

These commitments are crystallized in the third phase of UNDP’s Global Programme on Strengthening 

the Rule of Law and Human Rights for Sustaining Peace and Fostering Development (2016-2021). 

This Global Programme on Rule of Law and Human Rights (hereafter referred to as the Global 

Programme) aims to increase access to justice, security and respect for human rights in contexts affected 

by conflict, crisis and fragility and to strengthen national human rights systems – especially for women, 

and for vulnerable and marginalized groups.  

 

The UNDP Global Programme leverages the capabilities of UNDP and the UN system by addressing the 

demand-side of justice, security and human rights. Our support for accessible, effective services (with 

emphasis on women, marginalized and vulnerable groups) is undertaken in some of the world’s most 

complex contexts, for example, Libya, Somalia, and Yemen.  These commitments and new challenges 

will also serve as the background discussion for the next phase of the Global Programme (2022-

2025) and how this should be shaped to ensure a sustainable, inclusive and resilient future, 

especially in fragile, crisis, and transition settings.  

 

Partnerships 

 

Understanding the linkages between the rule of law and human rights, as well as the current COVID-19 

situation and its effects on the three pillars of the UN Charter – development, peace and security and 

human rights is a priority. This lines up against UNDP’s commitment to support the humanitarian-

development nexus and UN system reforms.  Cross system working is priority for the work of the Global 

Programme and our experiences will inform how we should position in this new reality. The rule of law 

and human rights continue to be recognized as key areas in which the collaboration across the 
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organization can increase the possibility for transformational change through streamlined, coherent 

analysis, planning, and delivery of high-quality assistance.  

 

UNDP’s Annual Rule of Law Meeting is an opportunity to showcase and reaffirm various partnerships such 

as the Global Focal Point for Rule of Law (GFP) – co-lead by UNDP and the Department of Peace 

Operations, the Tri-Partite Partnership to Support National Human Rights Institutions (TPP), Saving 

Lives Entity (SALIENT), the joint UNDP-UNHCR partnership on Rule of Law and Local Governance, the 

Gender Justice Initiative with UN Women, as well as its other engagements across the system in the 

rule of law and human rights.  

 

Against this backdrop, UNDP will convene the 2020 Annual Meeting on Strengthening the Rule of Law 

and Human Rights for Sustaining Peace and Fostering Development.  This presents a unique opportunity 

for a wide range of stakeholders to shape the discussion on a sustainable, inclusive and resilient future 

under the rule of law.  The meeting will encourage an atmosphere of peer learning, showcasing 

constructive examples, and sense-making.  

 

Description of Virtual Event 

 
Given the current COVID-19 pandemic, the Annual Meeting will be held in the format of a virtual learning 

symposium from June 29 to 1 July. The online format will allow greater participation and provide the 

opportunity to hear from more voices, both from our partners and beneficiaries. Participants will include 

high-level UN officials, Permanent Representatives and ministerial-level national counterparts, from 

Member States and from across the UN System, as well as representatives from think tanks, academia, 

and civil society.  

 

On 24th and 25th of June the annual Tri-Partite Partnership meeting to Support National Human 

Rights Institutions co-hosted by UNDP, OHCHR and the Global Alliance of National Human Rights 

Institutions will be taking place. On Wednesday 24th, a virtual knowledge exchange on the role of NHRIs 

in COVID-19 response and on accelerators of the SDGs will take place open to partners, and on 25th June 

a priority setting and work planning session will take place by invitation only.  

 

The UNDP Annual Meeting will open on the morning of Monday 29 June with an opening session 

led by UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner focusing on how the rule of law, human rights, and 

security will contribute to rebuilding an inclusive social contract in the context of the crisis 

precipitated by COVID-19.  

 

This will be followed by a discussion on the Global Focal Point (GFP) led by Asako Okai, Crisis Bureau 

Director/Assistant Secretary General, and Alexander Zouev Assistant Secretary-General, Department 

of Peacekeeping Operations. The conversation will continue with a focus on the impact of COVID-19 on 

transitional justice and access to justice.  

 

Tuesday 30 June will commence with a panel on the future of Business and Human Rights and we 

will launch a new global initiative in support of this effort.  We will then hold a roundtable on digital 

transformation and justice innovations in the context of COVID-19 and how they inform the future.  

  

On Wednesday 1 July, there will be an invitation only partners meeting.  
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The meeting will launch the online consultations for the next phase of the UNDP Global 

Programme (2022-2025). We aim to crowd source perspectives, views, and opinions to inform the 

direction of UNDP’s plans.  


