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Context  

NHRIs play a crucial role in the SDGs and the realization of sustainable development. This is 

acknowledge in the Merida Declaration on the role of NHRIs in implementing the 2030 Agenda 
1from 2015 and is also reflected by the inclusion of the existence of independent NHRIs in 

compliance with the Paris Principles as an indicator of sustainable development for Goal 16 

(Indicator 16.a.1) of the SDGs. NHRIs from all regions are making valuable contributions to 

promote the realization of human rights and sustainable development, by applying their unique 

mandate and functions under the UN Paris Principles  

 

The work of NHRIs also accelerates the achievement of the overall agenda as they provide rights-

based advice and protect and promote all human rights - with 93 percent of the sustainable 

development goals and targets corresponding with states’ human rights obligations outlined in the 

normative framework. The Secretary-General’s Call to Action on Human Rights: The Highest 

Aspiration2, launched in February 2020 at the 43rd session of the Human Rights Council,  is the 

UN’s blueprint for positive change in a context when many human rights are under assault. The 

Call to Action urges greater collaboration and the power of cooperative action and emphasizes the 

important of NHRIs as contributors to the implementation of the SDGs and calls for enhanced 

support to NHRIs from the UN system. 

 

40 percent of member states have fully functioning NHRIs in line with international standards. 

Whilst this is a continually improving number, at this rate of change only 54 percent of countries 

will have NHRIs fully effective in line with the Paris Principles by 2030. With uneven progress 

 
1 The Merida Declaration: The Role of National Human Rights Institutions in implementing the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development , Oct 2015. 

https://nhri.ohchr.org/EN/ICC/InternationalConference/12IC/Background%20Information/Merida%20Declaration%

20FINAL.pdf 
2 The Highest Aspiration: A Call to Action for Human Rights, February 2020 

https://www.un.org/sg/sites/www.un.org.sg/files/atoms/files/The_Highest_Asperation_A_Call_To_Action_For_Hum

an_Right_English.pdf 

  

 

https://hello854744.typeform.com/to/EpFtve0X


2 

 

towards the SDGs being reported by the SG in his most recent report on progress towards the 

SDGs3, this rate of progress is recognized as too slow with progress in 78 countries across several 

regions remaining overdue.  In December 2019, the General Assemly in a resolution on NHRIs 
4called on all UN member states to renew and accelerate efforts to establish and strengthen Paris 

Principles compliant NHRIs including as a means for accelerating and achieving sustainable 

development. 

 

In 2019, modifications to the voluntary common reporting guidelines for voluntary national 

reviews at the high-level political forum for sustainable development (HLPF) emphasized the 

important role NHRIs can have to contribute to the VNR process and meaningfully and effectively 

engage stakeholders in the VNR process and the 2030 Agenda implementation.  As we seek to 

close the technical cooperation gap at country level between recommendations and outputs from 

the human rights mechanisms and processes and national development planning, NHRIs are 

pivotal accelerators 5and stakeholders in both VNR processes and SDG and human rights follow-

up and implementation. 

 

Objective:  

The objective of the is to highlight the accelerator role of NHRIs in supporting the SDGs with a 

forward-looking perspective including the new voluntary common reporting guidelines for 

voluntary national review processes at the HLPF and the role of NHRIs at country level bridging 

the technical cooperation gap between human rights mechanism outputs and recommendations and 

SDG planning and follow-up.  

 

Moderator:  

-   Katy Thompson, Head, Rule of Law, Security & Human Rights, UNDP  

 

Speakers: 

- Birgitte Feiring, Department Director for Human Rights & Development, Danish Institute 

for Human Rights & Chair of the GANHRI Working Group on the SDGs.  

- Marc Titus Cebreros, Human Rights Officer, Human Rights Indicators and Data Unit, 

OHCHR 

- Sharmeela Rassool, Chief Technical Advisor on Justice and Human Rights, UNDP 

Bangladesh 

 

The virtual knowledge exchange will be an open component of the Annual Tri-Partite Partnership 

to support National Human Rights Institutions meeting taking place on 24th and 25th June 2020. 

For more information or any questions, please contact Ms. Roqaya Dhaif 

(Roqaya.dhaif@undp.org) 

 

#HR4PEACE #HumanRights #NHRIs #2030Agenda #SDGs #SDG16Plus #TPPNHRIs #UN 

 
3 Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals – Report of the Secretary-General, July 2020 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26158Final_SG_SDG_Progress_Report_14052020.pdf 
4 Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 18 December 2019 on National Human Rights Institutions 

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/156 
5 National Human Rights Institutions, Accelerators, Guarantors and Indicators of Sustainable Development, 

December 2020 Available hre: https://ganhri.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/A4-Guarantors_Adrian.pdf 
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